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Glory be to the Triune God.

Blessings to the Clergy, the Faithful and the Official Members of the
Diocese in various capacities and the friends of the Gateway.

Dearly Beloved,

It is an overwhelming moment for me to reflect on my experiences
during my stay and visit to various churches and different places of
various importance in USA and Canada. | was privileged to participate
in the Holy Week services, visit many churches, meet many a people
and spent some time in monasteries, other significant places and
wonderful site seeing. It was a remarkable occasion in which we have
had various exposures to wonderland and different levels of
achievements in geography, science and technology and other realms
of the world. | earnestly pray and hope that all the worthy things will be
enhanced, all the unpleasant things will be erased and the remarkable
presence of the Mighty one and guidance of the Holy Spirit will be the
greatest treasure for all of us. | am very much blessed, despite my
physical weakness and short comings, people extended their love and
care, hospitality, prayer and support of various kinds which | had the
privilege of enjoying. The clergy and the faithful, in the different parts
of both USA and Canada have been very sincere and devoted in caring
for me, and | could enjoy the cure and comfort to its utmost. | thank God
Almighty for all the blessings, and thank each and every one for your
continuous prayers and look forward to meeting you all shortly and
counting down to come back to the Diocese.

Moreover, as we are passing through the days of the Apostle lent, it
is our duty to look unto God and praise God Almighty for the various
gifts bestowed upon us. It’s our ardent responsibility to glorify directions
of our Master in terms of bringing forth the good tidings to various parts
of the world irrespective of caste or creed, language or culture, religion
or region. It is very endearing to observe that the Apostles left their
home land, the facilities they have been enjoying, the privileged
protections and ultimately chose to travel to far off places and bring
the good tidings of the Lord to the people across the world. They were
blessed to witness the wealthy treat of the Kingdom of God. Apostles’
lent always reminds us of the dedication and commitment of the
Apostles in reaching out to all the sections of the society with their
unconditional commitment and conviction in conveying undaunted faith
which demands confession of sins and conversion of mind and life so
that God’s glory can be manifested, God’s love will be celebrated and
God’s kingdom will be established.

It’s true that we have to make an introspection of our personal
commitment, the power of the intercession, the methodology of
mission and evangelism and the commitment they have had throughout
their life till the martyrdom and had to face it as various kinds of
difficulties and persecution to fulfil the promise made to them that
they will be made the fishers of men in different parts of the world.
That in itself speaks aloud, the commitment of a Christian to live a life
of absolute surrender as a true believer and who follows the vision and
mission by accepting Jesus as a Personal Savior. Therefore, let us
earnestly pray that the intercession of the Saints especially the Apostles
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will enhance us, to advance in faith which will fortify and enable us to
celebrate the feast of all the Apostles in particular the martyrdom of St.
Peter as well as St. Paul. May the Holy Spirit empower us to have the
same quality of faith and commitment, the witness, the conviction and
the concern of the Apostles to bring the fundamental message to the
rest of the people with whom we interact.

We are equally privileged to identify the two great stalwarts of the
Malankara Orthodox Church who in turn and in practice holds the same
or similar virtues like the Apostles with great commitment and witness.
The life and witness of Late Lamented Mar Alvares Julius Metropolitan
and Dr. Philipose Mar Theopilus Metropolitan are immense in upholding
Orthodox faith and values. They have not only been loyal to the Holy
Church which is the body of Jesus Christ but also upheld the great values,
culture and heritage of the wonderful Nation - Bharat Matha all
throughout the centuries. They both had been ardent expounders of
orthodox faith, great leaders in preaching and teaching, equipping the
people and addressing the challenges including the social issues and
concerns. We, thereby have to commit ourselves and follow their
contributions in the field of ecumenism and wider evangelism
upholding the social ethos, transformation in the lives and witness
Christianity being spread through their talents and riches and implement
at our very personal level. We are fortunate to have a celebration in
connection with Jubilee of both the great fathers of the church which
will be held at Parumala on 29" of July where His Holiness Catholicose
will be celebrating the Holy Qurbana and His Holiness will be
inaugurating the public meeting of which Dr. Shashi Tharoor, the
Member of Parliament has agreed upon to be the Chief Guest to the
Mega event. Our beloved Metropolitans, the Clergy and the faithful,
in hundreds are expected to bless the occasion and | request your earnest
prayers for the same. As everybody is quite aware of the centenary
celebrations of Late Lamented Mar Alvares Thirumeni and the
preparations and that of the Bombay Diocese and its holistic
commitment to participate in the great event of the feast of Late
Lamented Mar Alvaris Julius Metropolitan and in the Centenary
celebrations to be held mainly at the Panjim Church and the cemetery
nearby, in which hundreds of our pilgrims will be joining along with
the clergy and me. |, join all of you in praising God Almighty for the gifts
in and through these great fathers of the church and let us pray earnestly
with the same vision, mission and intercession. | urge and request you
to kindly remember the Holy church, all the clergy and the faithful so
that we will be having the power and the privilege to identify the
priority of Jesus and His beloved Apostles who has mentored their
lives to reveal the glory of God for the future generation.

| wish and hope that the Diocesan Gateway Magazine may enable us
to understand the wealth of Christian faith, the Orthodox tradition and
the way of life and each one of us is enamored with God’s abundant
Love, Mercy along with the accompaniment of the Holy Spirit.

God Bless.
Your Shepherd in Christ,

Geevarghese Mar Coorilos Metropolitan
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EDITORIAL

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
Dearly Beloved,

With immense joy we publish the new edition of The Diocesan
Gateway. As we go through the days after the feast of Pentecost, it
reminds us about the need for ‘Christian Missionary Zeal’ in
accomplishing our duty of mission work and evangelism. After the feast
of Pentecost, the Apostles went across the world and preached the
word of God to the people. They carried their Christian Missionary Zeal
wherever they went. Because of the burning missionary zeal within
them, they were ready to sacrifice their lives for their Master. Today
while we hear about the persecution against the Christians in Manipur,
we need to fathom the intensity of the persecution the early Christians
underwent and the sacrifices they underwent for the sake of the Gospel.
The prophecies of the Holy Bible are fulfilling one after another. What
we are witnessing today is written in the word of God around two
thousand years ago. In the midst of all these difficult circumstances and
atrocities, the Master is still asks the same question “The harvest is
plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord
of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” The need of the
hour is that more ardent Christians with missionary zeal needs to rise
to witness Christ in the world fearlessly and muster courage to face the
onslaught of trials and persecution in spreading the Good News.

Preaching the Gospel and helping the needy are the two important
aspects of Christian mission work. Turning a cold shoulder towards our
brother in need is the greatest sin. St. Basil, the Great, rightly reminds
us “When someone steals another’s clothes, we call them a thief. Should
we not give the same name to one who could clothe the naked and
does not? The bread in your cupboard belongs to the hungry; the coat
unused in your closet belongs to the one who needs it; the shoes rotting
in your closet belong to the one who has no shoes; the money which
you hoard up belongs to the poor.”

Recently we heard the catastrophic incident of a group comprising
of 5 wealthy people who went in a special vessel named ‘Titan’ to an
expedition to the wreck, The Titanic, which sank in the year 1912.
Adventurous instinct of human beings has come to new horizons but
the question arises here is, as a Christian how we are utilizing our energy,
enthusiasm and the spirit of adventure, for the establishment and
elaboration of Kingdom of God, or are we using it only for the worldly
luxuries and pleasures which is temporary and perishable? The life of
the Apostles gives us a testimony how adventures they were, by keeping
the zeal of their Master they travelled through land and sea, to distant
places and even to different Continents and exhibited their faith and
undaunted spirit for the spread of the Gospel which we are largely
lacking today. Zeal is not a word we use much today. The dictionary
defines zeal as “great energy or enthusiasm in pursuit of a cause or an
objective,” but in Scripture it has a deeper meaning. It describes it as a
fierceness against those who oppose God (see 1 Kings 19:13-14), a kind
of passionate obsession such as David’s “zeal for the house of the Lord”
(see Psalm 69), or the fervor that energized the prophets such as Isaiah:
“For Zion's sake | will not keep silent!” (Isaiah 62:1). After going through
the Apostles’ lent, let us have an introspection, and ask ourselves this
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question - what are the changes that was brought about in me because
of the lent? Am | successful in igniting in me a burning missionary zeal
or am | still in the very same place from where | started off my Christian
journey? Missionary zeal is a great enthusiasm we should have for
proclaiming the Gospel, a burning desire to share the Good News of
Jesus Christ with others.

Our Diocese is nearing it’s Golden Jubilee year. In other words we
are in an audit stage or we are going to count the results and produces
of nearly 50 years of mission work in a place where we are sent by our
Master as missionaries and the same place where our Father St. Thomas,
the apostle to India, reached nearly 2 millenniums ago. Let us examine
ourselves as to what is my contribution to the work started by my
spiritual father? Let us remember another great sayings of St. Basil the
great “A tree is known by its fruit; a man by his deeds. A good deed is
never lost; he who sows courtesy reaps friendship, and he who plants
kindness gathers love.”

Let us re-dedicate ourselves and put on the armor of undaunted
faith with true Christian Missionary Zeal to augment the mission of
witnessing Christ in a world which is demanding from us the true
Christian Discipleship.

God bless us.

Yours in God'’s Love,

Fr. K. P Varghese
Chief Editor
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Alvares Mar Julius:
Chronology

Carmo Azevedo

Fr. Alvares born (29th April).

Pope Gregory XVI's brief “Multa praeclare”, declaring the
Padroado a revocable contract and extinguishing the
dioceses of Cochin, Cranganore, Mylapore and Malacca, suffragan
to Goa Archdiocese, and replacing them by Vicariates
Apostolic under Propaganda Fide.

Silva Torres sent to Goa by the same Pope with the Bull
“Divina disponente clementia” , appointing him Archbishop,
and Brief “Cum propter”, restricting his jurisdiction to the
Goa territory. He makes public the Bull but suppresses the
Brief, is reprimanded by the Holy Father (1854) and
eventually recalled (1849), the Archdiocese remaining vacant
till 1862.

Pope Pius IX’s Brief “Probe nostis” censoring Macau
Bishop Mata for exercising his episcopal authority in Colombo
and Bombay on his way back home and suspending and
excommunicating four native priests, whom the Portuguese
Parliament proclaims, along with the Bishop, “banemeritos
da Patria.”

Concordat between the Holy See and Portugal (put into
operation only in 1862) restricting Padroado’s jurisdiction to
Goa, Cochin, Cranganore and Mylapore.

Fr. Alvares completes the Seminary course and goes to
Bombay.

Is ordained by the Bombay Vicar Apostoilc, Bishop Stein,
S.J.

Returns to Goa.
Starts a charitable association in Panjim (13th September).

Takes over the editorship of “A Cruz” on the illness of its
founder, Fr. Manuel Agostinho de Carvalho. Opens a
secondary school (23rd July) with the blessings of Archbishop
Ornellas e Vasconcellos.

A cholera epidemic breaks out in Goa. Fr. Alvares comes to
the rescue of its victims.

Archbishop Valente bans “A Cruz.” Fr. Alvares launches
another weekly, “A Verdade.”

Starts two more periodicals, “O Progresso de Goa” and
“Times of Goa.”

Outbreak of another cholera epidemic in Goa. Fr. Alvares
publishes a booklet on directions for its treatment.

Concordat creating the diocese of Daman and the Vicariates
Forane of the Ghats and Canara.

Delivers a lecture on the situation in Goa (27th Aug.) and a
speech on “Padroado” (21st October).

Joins the Syrian Orthodox Church.

Is consecrated Bishop of Goa, India (excluding Malabar) and
Ceylon, under the name and style of Mar Julius | (29th July).

Returns to Goa and launches the weekly “O Brado Indiano.”

Maratha Sepoy Mutiny. Dada Ranes Revolt. Sedition. Fr.
Alvares is arrested, tried as seditious, but acquitted, yet
continues to be harassed by both civil and ecclesiastical
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authorities.

1896 - Leaves Goa again.

1898 -  Publishes the pamphlet “A Supremacia Universal na Egreja
de Christo” and “Antioch and Rome.”

1910 - Proclamation of a Republic in Portugal (5th October).

1911 - Promulgation of the Law of Separation of the Church and
the State.

1912 -  Fr. Alvares returns to Goa.

1913 - Dies in Mesericordia hospital (23rd, not 24th Sept., as stated

by some.)

1927 - A memorial is erected at St. Ines cemetry by his fellow
citizens.

1967 - The Syrian Orthodox Church Metropolitan Mathews Mar
Athanasius, of dioceses outside Kerala, later Basilius Mar
Thomas Mathews, Catholicos of the East, visits Goa and
establishes a community of his church here.

1982 -  Fr. Alvares’ mortal remains are enshrined in St. Mary’s
church, under construction in Ribandar.

1983 - A Khabar is erected on the 60th death anniversary of Mar

Julius 1.

(Source: Carmo Azevedo, Patriot and Saint, Panjim, 1988)

English Translation of the
Instrument of Consecration of
Antonio Francisco Xavier Alvares

(Translated from the Syriac Language)

In the Name of the Essential, Eternal, Self-Existing, Almighty
God; Paul Mar Athanasius, Paul Mar Evanius, and George Mar
Gregorious, Malabar Bishops under Antioch.

(Seal)

This is to Certify that the Rev. Antonio Francisco Xaverio Alvares was
duly raised to the Order of Monkhood, and in virtue of the special au-
thority conferred upon us on the fifteenth of the second Kanon by the
Apostolical Edict of the Most Exalted Father and Head, His Holiness
Moran Mar Ignatius Peter Ill, Patriarch of the Apostolical See of Antioch
and of all the East, the said monk, amidst solemn Mass, prayers and
services, was this day consecrated by the Holy Spirit as Metropolitan of
the Diocese of Ceylon, Goa and India, Malabar excluded, in the mean-
time, the Patriarchal Bull and the hands of our weaknesses being laid
on his head Mar Julius; and we, together with the assembled faithful,
exclaimed as is usual, ‘Worthy, Worthy, Worthy, our Father Mar Julius of
the said Dioceses.

This sublime gift bestowed upon him by God, through the precious
intercession of His Holiness, legally authorizes him to ordain monks,
priests, deacons, etc. to consecrate Churches, chancels, as well as bap-
tismal and unctional oil; and to exercise with perfect efficiency all other
spiritual functions, appertaining to his Metropolitan dignity, subject to
the Patriarch of Antioch.

We entrust to his care the general epistle from the Holy See, ad-
dressed to the believers of the above said Dioceses; also, we have to
add that His Holiness the Patriarch is prayed and expected to speedily
dispatch the staticon definitely describing his authority and jurisdic-
tion.

Syrian Seminary, Kottayam,

29 July, 1889. 17th Thamoos, 1889, of the Year of Our Lord.

A Letter written by
Antonio Francisco Xavier Alvares

Bombay, the 10t of May 1891
Father Rene Vilatte, Bishop-Elect
Dyckesville, Wisconsin, USA

Reverend and dear brother in Christ:
Your nice letter of 20 January last gave us a lot of pleasure. We

sincerely thank you for your good wishes and for the prayers of your

The Déocesan
Gateway May-June 2023

Christians for us. From the bottom of our heart, we thank God for showing
us the way out of Rome’s slavery and we look forward to seeing many
true Christians make heroic efforts in the same direction as us in the
New World. And we trust that God, in His goodness, will favour these
holy attempts.

Our friend, Dr. Lisboa Pinto, informs us that he wrote to you and the
trustees in America, proposing, as a solution to your difficulties, that
you invite us to Dyckesville. If the necessary arrangements can be made,
we will neglect the tribulations associated with this journey and cross
the seas to confer the episcopate on a worthy minister of God like you.
Especially as Dr. Pinto strongly urges us to forget everything and think
about America.

We also retain the Pontificale Romanum and the rituals of the Latin
Rite, mutatis mutandis, and our belief is, like yours, that of the Apostles
and the Primitive Church, without omission or addition. We have the
Symbol of the Apostles and the Credo of Nicaea, which are the creeds
of the Church of Antioch, and the Seven Sacraments, and hold the
dogmas of the first councils as the only legitimate and valid. We cordially
thank you for the books, brochures etc. that you sent us, and for the
portrait of you that we sincerely appreciate.

With our sincere prayer for your well-being and that of your people,
we are.
Affectionately yours in Jesus Christ.

+ Julius (Antonio F. X. Alvares)
Archbishop of the Independent Catholic Church
of Ceylon, Goa & India

(Source: Western Rites of Syriac-Malankara Orthodox Churches:
The Mission Untold, George Alexander, Dr. Ajesh T. Philip, OCP Publica-
tions, Alapuzha, 2018, pp. 289-290)
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World Council of Churches (WCC)

The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches is
being held from 21-27 June 2023 in Geneva, Switzerland.
Metropolitan Zachariah Mar Nicholovos, who is also a Central
Committee member, is representing the Malankara Orthodox
Syrian Church, at this first full meeting following the 2022 11th
Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Karlsruhe,
Germany. During its high level deliberations, elections for
commissions and join consultative boards of this large
ecumenical body also took place.

Four members of the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church
were elected to the commissions and boards as follows:

Metropolitan H.G. Abraham Mar Stephanos has been
appointed to the Commision on Faith & Order,

Rev. Fr. Dr. Reji Mathew has been appointed to the
Commission on World Mission & Evangelism,

Ms. Lisa Rajan has been appointed to the Commission of
Young People on the Ecumenical Movement and the Commission
on Education & Ecumenical Formation,

Ms. Ruth Mathen has been appointed as the Youth Advisor
to the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches.

This is the first time in the history of Malankara Church two
young women have been elected to the commissions of such a
large ecumenical body.The World Council of Churches (WCC)
brings together churches, denominations and church fellowships
in more than 110 countries and territories throughout the world,
representing over 500 million Christians including most of the
world's Orthodox churches, scores of Anglican, Baptist,
Lutheran, Methodist and Reformed churches, as well as many
United and Independent churches. The Malankara Orthodox
Syrian Church is one of the founding members of this worldwide
Christian inter-church organization.
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ACTS: 2:1-8
WE NEED ANOTHER PENTECOST

Fr. Sam Oommen Panackamattam

Pentecost means — fiftieth, that refers to Jewish feast held fifty days
after second days of Passover called feast of weeks, Exo: 34:22, Deut:
16:10 and Feast of Harvest, Exo: 23:16.

Pentecost, is a day of thanks giving to mark the end of the grain harvest,
A Holy Sabbath day, two loaves of Bread made from the new wheat and
two yearling lambs were waved before the Lord as a thanksgiving offer-
ing.

Praising God for His Grace in giving them a good harvest, people are
expected to attend this feast, required to offer a free will offering to the
Lord.

The day of Pentecost, Acts: 1:3 Jesus was with them for forty days then
ascended back to Heaven. Ten days after ascension and fifty days after
Resurrection, the words of Joel: 3:18, and John the Baptist, Mt: 3:11 were
fulfilled.

On this day, Lord began to harvest the lost soul of this world through His
church. Amazing things took place on that day.

. Everyone spoke in Tongues, Tongues were not the primary miracle
that day.

. Tongues were never given as a sign to the church.

. Tongues was for Jews, 1 Cor: 14:22

. Tongues are mentioned in the Book of Acts, when a new group of

people is brought into the church (Jews: Acts:2, Samaritans: Acts:8,
Gentiles: Acts: 10 and Disciples of John: Acts:19)

. Tongues were designed to let Jews know that they were to be judged
for their disobedience to God . Isa: 28:11, Deut,: 28:49, 1 Cor:14:21.

. Tongues have ceased — 1 Cor: 13:8
. We cannot duplicate the events of Pentecost
. We cannot go to Jerusalem

. The Holy Ghost has already came and baptized everyone,

1 Cor: 12:13

. We cannot duplicate the miracles of that day.

. We cannot duplicate the condition that existed among the people of
God.

. Its true of the fact, that we need another Pentecost when we create

an atmosphere like the one that existed in the church on that day. We
will see Him moving in power among us in these days, just as he
moved in those days. I believe that we need another Pentecost.

. One of the striking features of the early church in the day of Pente
cost was that they were together “With one Accord”.

The word “Accord’ means to have one mind these disciples all one
hundred and twenty Acts: 1:15, were united in their desire to seek
the face of the Lord, Acts; 1:14

. Unity was the calling card of the early church and it should mark us
as well.
. If we truly desire to have Lord’s power and presence in these days,

walk together in unity “we need another Pentecost”.

. We need a move in these days like the early church enjoyed in those
days, if that is to happen, their must be unity among God’s people.
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. These are the ways in which the early church was United we should
seek unity in same areas.

Vs: 1:4-5:- United in Purpose.
. They awaited for the Lord together, Phil: 1:27.

. We each have different functions. 1 Cor: 12:7-26 But we should all
have the same goal, 1 Cor:10:31.

. But there are some hounds — Diotrephes (3 John :Vs:9 following: be
not get trapped in their tracks.

. “Do what He has called you to do And Be what He has called you to
Be” “Satan is a divider and Christ is a Uniter": Eph: 2:14-15

Vs; 1-14: United in Prayer
. They prayed together, they prayed with unity for one another

. Nothing builts unity in a church than carrying one another burden to
the Lord in Prayer.

. When we pray for others, we are less focused on ourselves and our
own problems: Phil:2:1-4

Vs: 2:3-4a: United in Power:

They are filled with the Holy Ghost — the unity of the early church
came about because they were submissive to God.

This unity produced amazing results
. They preached the same message Vs: 2:11.
. They believed the same thing: Vs: 2:41-44a.
. They carried the same burdens: Vs: 2:44b — 45.
. They loved the same thing: Vs: 2:46-47.

Vs: 2:4b: United In Performance:- “...... All were filled...... and
begin to speak ....” Each one was busy doing their part ....

. God made no one to sit idle, He made all to serve .A faith, that do not
work is not Real.

. No task is unimportant or small, each is vital to the success of the
church.
. Are we doing what He want’s us to do?

. Are we doing that all we can do? MK: 14:1-9, what she couldn’t do.

We need another Pentecost. It will come when we walk, and work
together. 0
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Stifle The Cacophony, Let Peace Be Your Symphony.

Hear The Music Not The Noise, Feel Joy Not Annoyance.
Fr. Mathew Koshy Modisseril

Have you ever wondered why a large number of church goers prefer
to stand outside during the course of the service? Is our congregation
losing faith? Is it the long monotonous sermons that bore them? Maybe!
But there is another factor that we often overlook.While the clergy and
choir might think they are producing fine music the common worshiper
might not be hearing it that way. Of course the music system and
instruments might be the latest in the market, the vocals might be
beautiful but somehow the overall sound quality is not as expected.

We hear a lot of complaints ranging from uneven coverage, echoes
and ear piercing screeching sounds. All these cause jarring disruptions
in the course of any service and spoils the whole experience. How can
we overcome this ?

As with everything else, proper planning goes a long way in helping
us out.We seek out an architect when we think of building a house or
church and in the same way it is pertinent to seek the service s of
professionally qualified sound engineers.Here we are not talking about
the eager salesperson at a musical instrument shop nor the person who
occasionally handles the sound systems but of scientifically trained
professionals who have dedicated time to learn, practice and know
how to tweak and dial everything in just right.We need people who can
critically analyse the different products available and select the most
apt ones for the said church or parish hall.

The architecture, interior decor, dimensions and construction
materials used vary from church to church.Hence the sound waves
produced in each behave differently and unpredictably.In essence a
sound system that seems perfect for one church might turn out to be
disastrous for another.

The interiors of some churches, especially the ceiling, might have a
very smooth finish and are thus highly reflective . Such rooms are called
'live' rooms and those that are not are called 'dead 'rooms. Although
the “Point Source” category loudspeakers that we commonly use are
relatively safe and efficient in low-reverberative situations, they may
not work well in churches with high levels of reflections or
reverberations. Speakers that belong to the “Line Source” category may
be required in such situations. It is to be noted that the height of the
ceiling may have a profound effect on the sound clarity.

We get a clear sound from a loudspeaker at a certain angle from its
acoustic centre. When a person is either standing or sitting, his ears
must be in line with this path to get the best experience and enjoy the
feel . Beyond that there will be a loss of -6dB. So in-order to make it
audible we often fiddle with the volume dials and increase the volume
level which eventually leads to the annoying noise effects.

We also hear about the outputs of loudspeakers in Watts. We
generally enquire about and compare the speakers according to their
Wattage . This is like asking about the capacity of a vehicle’s fuel tank
when you're going to buy it rather than its milage in standard test
conditions. Watt is the unit of power. It is not what we should take into
consideration to evaluate the audibility of our speakers The unit of
sound we hear is dB SPL, dB is decibel and SPL is sound pressure level.
dB SPL is a measure of sound pressure levels in air and related to how
much pascals of air is required to move the tympanic membrane of the
human ear. It is measured in dB and is a standardised way of comparing
the sound pressure levels of different sounds. It is widely used in the
field of audiology, which deals with human hearing, and also in audio
recording and listening applications. The adjustment of dB SPL measures
accounts for the way that humans perceive sound at different
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frequencies.

Thus our yardstick should be how much dB SPL noise is produced at
a distance of one meter per watts. Based on this, it is possible to estimate
how much noise will be received at a given distance and calculate the
number of loudspeakers to be installed in the church for the best output.

Finally there is something that we often leave unnoticed.Speakers
will respond differently in different churches due to the factors | had
mentioned above earlier. Depending on the characteristics of the
reflections, the sound we hear will be different because some
wavelengths tend to be higher or some may decrease according to the
surroundings and path they move about. Moreover, when loudspeakers
are required in more than one row in lengthy churches, the person
standing at the far back rows is much more likely to have ambiguity and
uneasiness as he will be hearing sounds from loudspeakers in many
rows at multiple places at different times based on the speed of the
sound. These types of issues can be solved by a process called Sound
System Calibration and should be performed after all the devices have
been properly installed which will eventually enable us to have a
perfectly synchronised experience and create the right ambience to
participate in our prayers and worship.

If the sound system thus scientifically installed is to work at optimum
efficiency it must be managed in the proper way, by well trained
persons. With this objective in mind, Sruti School of Liturgical Music
has started providing scientific training in Live Sound Engineering for
places of Worship. Experts who can help you evaluate your options and
guide you through the decision making process of installation, purchase
and calibration are also available for consultations. So do not hesitate,
go ahead and create immersive and impactful audio experiences that
takes worship to another dimension.

9447409452
frmatkoshy@gmail.com
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Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.
=1 Peter 5:7 kv

The Church is an enclosure. If you are within, the
wolf does not enter; but if you leave, the beasts
will seize you. Do not distance yourself from the

Church; there is nothing mightier than the
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